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Operational Document — the Platform for Co-operative Security

l. The Platform

1. The goal of the Platform for Co-operative Security is to strengthen the mutually
reinforcing nature of the relationship between those organizations and institutions concerned
with the promotion of comprehensive security within the OSCE area.

2. The OSCE will work co-operatively with those organizations and institutions whose
members individually and collectively, in a manner consistent with the modalities appropriate
to each organization or institution, now and in the future:

- Adhere to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the OSCE principles
and commitments as set out in the Helsinki Final Act, the Charter of Paris, the
Helsinki Document 1992, the Budapest Document 1994, the OSCE Code of Conduct
on politico-military aspects of security and the Lisbon Declaration on a Common and
Comprehensive Security Model for Europe for the twenty-first century;

- Subscribe to the principles of transparency and predictability in their actions in the
spirit of the Vienna Document 1999 of the Negotiations on Confidence- and
Security-Building Measures;

- Implement fully the arms control obligations, including disarmament and CSBMs, to
which they have committed themselves;

- Proceed on the basis that those organizations and institutions of which they are
members will adhere to transparency about their evolution;

- Ensure that their membership in those organizations and institutions is based on
openness and free will;

- Actively support the OSCE’s concept of common, comprehensive and indivisible
security and a common security space free of dividing lines;

- Play a full and appropriate part in the development of the relationships between
mutually reinforcing security-related institutions in the OSCE area;

- Are ready in principle to deploy the institutional resources of international
organizations and institutions of which they are members in support of the OSCE’s
work, subject to the necessary policy decisions as cases arise. In this regard,
participating States note the particular relevance of co-operation in the areas of
conflict prevention and crisis management.

3. Together these principles and commitments form the Platform for Co-operative
Security.

1. Modalities for Co-operation

1. Within the relevant organizations and institutions of which they are members,
participating States will work to ensure the organizations’ and institutions’ adherence to the
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Platform for Co-operative Security. Adherence, on the basis of decisions taken by each
member State within relevant organizations and institutions, will take place in a manner
consistent with the modalities appropriate to each organization or institution. Contacts and
co-operation of the OSCE with other organizations and institutions will be transparent to
participating States and will take place in a manner consistent with the modalities appropriate
to the OSCE and those organizations and institutions.

2. At the 1997 Ministerial Meeting in Copenhagen, a decision was taken on the
Common Concept for the Development of Co-operation between Mutually Reinforcing
Institutions. We acknowledge the extensive network of contacts elaborated since then, in
particular the growing co-operation with organizations and institutions active both in the
politico-military field and in the human and economic dimensions of security, and the
strengthening of co-operation between the OSCE and the various United Nations bodies and
agencies, recalling the OSCE’s role as a regional arrangement under the Charter of the
United Nations. We are determined to develop this further.

3. The growing importance of subregional groupings in the work of the OSCE is another
important area, and we support the growth in co-operation with these groups based on this
Platform.

4. Development of co-operation can be further enhanced through extensive use of the
following instruments and mechanisms:

- Regular contacts, including meetings; a continuous framework for dialogue; increased
transparency and practical co-operation, including the identification of liaison officers
or points of contact; cross-representation at appropriate meetings; and other contacts
intended to increase understanding of each organization’s conflict prevention tools.

5. In addition, the OSCE may engage in special meetings with other organizations,
institutions and structures operating in the OSCE area. These meetings may be held at a
political and/or executive level (to co-ordinate policies or determine areas of co-operation)
and at a working level (to address the modalities of co-operation).

6. The development of the OSCE field operations in recent years has represented a
major transformation of the Organization. In view of the adoption of the Platform for
Co-operative Security, existing co-operation between the OSCE and other relevant
international bodies, organizations and institutions in field operations should be developed
and built upon in accordance with their individual mandates. Modalities for this form of
co-operation could include: regular information exchanges and meetings, joint needs
assessment missions, secondment of experts by other organizations to the OSCE,
appointment of liaison officers, development of common projects and field operations, and
joint training efforts.

7. Co-operation in responding to specific crises:

- The OSCE, through its Chairman-in-Office and supported by the Secretary General,
and the relevant organizations and institutions are encouraged to keep each other
informed of what actions they are undertaking or plan to undertake to deal with a
particular situation;



-45-

- To this end, participating States encourage the Chairman-in-Office, supported by the
Secretary General, to work with other organizations and institutions to foster
co-ordinated approaches that avoid duplication and ensure efficient use of available
resources. As appropriate, the OSCE can offer to serve as a flexible framework for
co-operation of the various mutually reinforcing efforts. The Chairman-in-Office will
consult with participating States on the process and will act in accordance with the
results of these consultations.

8. The Secretary General shall prepare an annual report for the Permanent Council on
interaction between organizations and institutions in the OSCE area.



