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Norway aligns with the statement made by the European Union, but allow me to make a
few remarks in my national capacity.

Mr Chair,

This weekend Russia struck a civilian cargo ship off Odesa. Ten people were Kkilled.
Crew members and a Ukrainian maritime pilot. Grain, not weapons.

The same night, one of the heaviest ballistic attacks of the war hit Kyiv.
Civilians. Merchant crews. Homes. This is what Russia hits.

The pattern does not stop at the front line. In the temporarily occupied territories,
Russia rules by force. Forced passportisation. Deportation and indoctrination of
Ukrainian children. Arbitrary detention. Torture. Silencing of independent media. All
documented by the OSCE, by the UN, by independent mechanisms.

And the same methods are applied at home. Persecution of dissent. Sham trials.
Russians who question this war face the same instruments as Ukrainians who resist
occupation.

A government that governs by fear is not governing from strength. It is rule by
coercion, where fear does the work that legitimacy cannot do.

Russia stands on occupied ground, but politically it stands on sand.

Norway's support for Ukraine remains undiminished.

Thank you.
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